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THE . 
Solemn Leacur and Covenanr; 
Commonly call'd 


The Scotch Covenant. 


E Noblemen, Barons, Knights, Gentlemen, Citizens, Burgeſſes, Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, and Commons of all ſorts, in the Kingdoms of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, by the providence of God living under one King , and 
being of one Reformed Religion, having before our eyes the glory of 

God, and the advancement of the Kingdom of qur Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, the ho- 
nour and happineſs of the Kings Majeſty and his Poſterity, and the true publick liberty, ſafe- 
ty, and peace of the Kingdoms, wherein every ones private condition is concluded : And 
calling to mind the treacherous and bloody Plots, Conſpiracies, Attempts, and Practices of 
the Encmies of God, againſt the true Religion and Profeſſors thereof in all places , eſpeci- 
ally in theſe Three kingdoms, ever fince the Reformation of Religion ; and how much 
their rage, power, and preſumption, are of late, and at this time increaſed and exerciſed 3 
whereof. the deplorable eltate of the Church and Kingdom of Ireland, the diſtreſſed eſtate 
of the Church and Kingdom of England, and the dangerous ſtate of the Church and King- 
dom of Scitland , are preſent and publick Teſtimonies z We have now at laſt (after other 
means of Supplication, Remonſirance, Proteſtations, and Sufferings) for the preſervation 
of our ſelves and our Religion from utter ruine arid deftrution , according to the commen- 
dable praQice of theſe Kingdoms in former times, and the example of Gods people in other 
Nations, after mature deliberation , reſolved and determined to enter into a mutual 
SOLEMN LEAGUE AND COVENANT, wherein we all ſubſcribe 3 and 
each one of us for our ſelf, with our hands lifted up to the moſt high God, do (wear : 


I. 

Hat we will fineerely, really, and conſtantly, through the grace of God, endeavour in our ſeve- 
ral places and callings, the preſervation of the Reformed Religion in the Church of Scot- 
land, in Dodrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government, againſt our common Enemies , the Refor- 
mation of Religion in the Kingdoms of England and Ircland , in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline 
and Government, according to the word of God, and the examples of the beſt Reformed Churches : 
And ſhall endeavour to bring the Churches of God in the Three Kingdoms, tothe neareſt conjundion 
and Uniformity in Religion, Confeſſion of Faith,form of Church-Government, Direfory for Worſhip, 

and Catechizing 3 that we, and our poſterity after us, may as Brethren live in Faith and Love, 
the Lord may delight to dwell in the midſt of us. | 

| I I. 

That we ſhall in like manner, without reſpect of perſons, endeavour the extirpation of Popery, Pre- 
Lacy,( that is,Church-Government by Arch-Biſhops,Biſhops their Chancellors and Commiſſaries Deans, 
Deans and Chapters, Arch-Deacons, and all other Eccleſiaſtical Officers depending on that Hierar- 
chy ) Superſtition, Hereſic, Schiſm, Prophaneneſs, and whatſoever ſhall be found to be contrary to 
ſound Doftrine, and ta the power of Godlineſs , leſt we partake of other mens fins, and thereby be 
in danger to receive of their plagues , and that the Lord may be one, and his Name one in the Three 
Kingdoms. 
III. | 

Ie ſhall with the ſame ſincerity, reality, and conſtancy, in our ſeveral vocations, endeavour with 
our Eſtates and Lives mutually to preſerve the Rights and Priviledges of the Parliament, and the 
Liberties of the Kingdoms, and to preſerve and defend the Kings Majeſties perſon and Authority,in 
the preſervation and the defence of the True Religion , and Liberties of the Kingdoms \ that the 
world may bear witneſs with our Conſciences of our Loyalty, and that we bave no thoughts or in- 
tentions to dimaniſh his Majeſties juſt power and Eractgs. | 

We ſhall alſo with all faithfulneſs endeavour the diſcovery of all ſuch as have been , or ſhall be 
Incendiaries, Malignants, or evil Inſtruments, by bindring the Reformation of Religion, dividing 
the King from his People, or one of the Kingdoms from another , or making any FaGion or Par 
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amongſt the People, contrary to ths LEAGUE AND COVENANT) that they 
' may be brought to publick Tryal , and receive condign puniſhment , as the degree of their offences 
ſhall require or deſerve , or the *upream. Fudicature of both Kingdoms reſpefively, or others ha- 
wing power from them for that effeq, ſhall judge -————_— 


And whereas the happineſs of a bleſſed Peace betwixt theſe Kingdoms , denyed in! former times 
10 our Progenitors , is by the good providence of God granted unto us , and hath been lately con- 
cluded and ſetled by both Parliaments, we ſhall each one of us, according to our place and in- 
tereft, endgauour that they may remain conjoyned in a firm Peace and Union to all poſterity, and that 
We my be done wpont the wilfwl apoſers thereof .in manner expreſſed inthe preeedent- Article. 

I 


. 


Ie ſhall alſo.according to our places and callings.in this common Cauſe of Religzon, Liberty, and 
peare of the Kingdoms , aſſiſt and defend all thoſe that enter into ths LEAGUE AND 
COVENANT, inthe maintaining and purſuing thereof”, and ſhall not ſuffer our wy x bs 
retily or indiretily, by whatſoever Combination , Perſwafion, or Terror , to be divided and Mith- 
drawn from this bleſſed Union and Conjun&ion, whether to make defeCtion tothe contrary part, or 
#0 give our ſelves to a deteſtable indifſerency or Neutrality in this Cauſe, which ſo much concerns 
#»be glory of God, the good of the Kingdoms, and the honour of the King , but ſhall all the days of 
our lives, zealouſly and conſtantly continue therein, againſt all oppoſition , and promote the ſame ac- 
cording to our power,againſt all lets and impediments whatever ; and what we are not able our ſelves 
to ſuppreſs or overcome, we ſhall reveal and make known,that it may be timely prevented or removed - 


all which we ſhall do as in the ſight of God. 


And becauſe theſe Kingdoms are guilty of many fins and provocations againft God, and 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt, as is too manifeſt by our preſent diltrefles and danger, the fruits there- 
of ; we profeſs and declare before God and the World, our unteigned detire to be humbled 
for our own ſins,and the fins of theſe Kingdoms 3 eſpecially, that we have not as we ought, 
valued the incliimable benefit of the Goſpel 3 that-we have not labourcd for the purity and 
power thereof , and that we have not endeavoured to receive Chritt in our Hearts, nor to 
walk worthy of him in our Lives , which are the cauſes of other fins and tranfgreiſions , ſo 
much abounding amongſt us; and our true and unfeigned purpoſe,defire, and endeayourzfor 
our ſelves, and all others under our power and charge. both in publick and in private, in all 
duties we owe to God and Man, to amend our lives, and each one to go before another in 
the example of a real Reformation 3 that the Lord may turn away his wrath and heavy in- 
dignation , and eſtabliſh theſe Churches and Kingdoms in Truth and Peace. And this 
COVENAN T we make in the preſence of Almighty God, the ſearcher of all Hearts , 
with-a true intention to perform the ſame, as we ſhall anſwer at that great day,when the ſc- 
crets'of all Hearts ſhall be diſcloſed  mott humbly belecching the Lord to ſirengthen us by 
his. Holy Spirit for this end \, and to bleſs our defires and proceedings with ſach ſuccels, as 
may be deliverance and fafety to his people, and incouragement to-other Chriſtian Churches 
groaning under, or in danger of the yoak of Antichriftian Tyranny , to joyn in the fame or 
like Afociation and Covenant, to the glory of God, and the enlargement of the Kingdom of 
Jeſus Chriſtand the peace and tranquillity of Chritttan Kingdoms and Common-wealths. 


The Negative OATH. 


A. B. &s Swear from my heart , that T will not direly or indirely adhere unto, or willingly 

;- affift-the King in this War, or in this Cauſe againſt the Portions fo any Forces raiſed mith- 

out the conſent of the Two Houſes of Parliament.,in this Cauſe or War. And T do likewiſe Swear 

that-my-coming and ſubmitting my ſelf under the you and protefiion of the Parliament, is with- 

out any manner of deſign whatſoever, to the prejudice of the proceedings of this preſent Parbiament , 

and without the direCiion, (rooity » or advice of the King or any of his Council or Officers, other 
e 


 than-what T have now made known. $0 help me God, and the help of this Book, 
"Thus you may fee how the inclinations of the Diſ-affected Party were bent when this 
+ COVENANT was made, and how ſolemnly it was taken by many of them, 
=". notwithſtanding the very Learned and Elegant Reaſons given againit it by the Univer- 
ſity of Oxford, (which Reaſons, if * defired , you may expedt in a ſmall time.) How 
near this comes to our own times, I leave it to the judicious Reader to judgc,to that the 
lf conſequences may be avoided? ED | 
VLISYS | M 4. NED 1.4 4. 


